Sara Sloan, Refigion Editor
pumapress @pvmail.maricopa.edu

Personal ‘Growing Pains'

Child star finds missing piece to his life
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y age 16, Growing Pains
B star Kirk Cameron could

have anything the world
offered and anything his heart
desired. He had plenty of friends
and fans, money, a sports car. He
could get any acting part he wanted
without auditioning. He even had
his picture on magazine covers
and thousands of screaming girls
claiming to be madly in love with
him. Even with all of this, he still
felt something was missing in his
life.

Today, Cameron’s life is dif-
ferent than most grown-up child
actors. His life has not been known
as a life of alcohol, violence, drugs
or divorces. In fact, this July will
mark Cameron’s 16th wedding
anniversary with his wife and TV
show sweetheart, actress Chelsea
Noble. He only produces and acts
in movies and television shows
that he finds inspirational, mean-
ingful and wholesome. Currently,
his main project is the reality series
“The Way of The Master,” where
he talks to people of many different reli-
gions in attempt to lead others to Jesus
Christ.

At the age of 17, Cameron turned
from confirmed atheism to Christian faith,
leaving fans to wonder why.

Kirk Cameron’s Testimony

Born in 1970, Cameron’s big break in
acting came at age 14.

He was Mike Seaver in the television
series “The Growing Pains” from 1985 to
1992.

Cameron was born into a family who
never went to church.

“I didn’t believe in the Bible, I didn’t
believe in Adam and Eve or Jonah and the
whale... I was an atheist,” Cameron told
the Puma Press.

Cameron says at the height of
“Growing Pains” he started to wonder if
there was a God. He began thinking about
his life.

He thought, “Boy,
I’ve got all this money.
I’m rich. I'm famous. I’ve
got all the friends I want.
Everything in the world is
mine at 16, 17, 18 years
old,” says Cameron.

An actor on the set
invited him to his church.
Cameron was hesitant but
agreed to go.

Cameron says he
heard the Christian gospel
message clearly and simply
from the pastor.

“I heard the gospel message so pow-
erful I couldn’t help but think through big
questions such as if I offended God and if I
sinned against him,” says Cameron.

Cameron says he began to think about
what would happen if he died. He thought
about how his money would go away, his
fame would be gone and if there really was
a God to face, he knew he would be guilty
of sinning against him.

“I realized if there was a heaven I
wouldn’t be going,” says Cameron.

Cameron says he wondered whether
he offended God by the things he had said
and done, the attitudes of his heart, his own
selfishness, arrogance and pride, and then
he started to wonder if the Bible was true.

At the time he thought “God is holy
and just... if God saw my secret thought
life I would be toast,” says Cameron.
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Kirk Cameron
prayed, 'God

if your there,
please show me—
If you are real, I
want to know'

Kirk Cameron and his wife Chelsea Noble pose in New York in 2001.
Cameron's television girl friend on the set of Growing Pains. They married in 1991.
(AP Photo)

Driving in his sports car one day at the
age of 16, Cameron thought to himself that
if he died that day and had to stand before
God he would end up in hell. That’s when
he began to pray.

Cameron prayed, “God if your there,
please show me—If you are real, I really
want to know.”

Cameron says he realized Christ died
and rose from the grave for him. He started
going to church and somebody gave him a
Bible to read and study.

“If you want the Creator to do some-
thing for you, or you want to know who
he is personally, then you need faith,” says
Cameron. “You need to come to him in the
attitude of humble trust—the way you start
any relationship,”

He says he use to believe that the
Bible was a boring old book full of fairy
tales, but as he studied it, he began to see
the truth in the Bible and how it was an
accurate historical record.

“The Bible
says God in his
love and mercy
sent Christ to die
on the cross so
I could be made
right with God
and be forgiven
and granted ever-
lasting life,” says
Cameron.

He adds that
the Bible came to
life to him and he believed it. Everything
he read lined up with history and science
and he found the Bible to be the truth. He
had found the missing piece in his life.

“I turned my heart to the Lord. I
trusted in God and believed the Gospel,”
says Cameron, “I was born again.”

Cameron says God made him a new
person by transforming him inside and out
as well as giving him a new heart with new
desires.

The Way of the Master

After his conversion someone gave
Cameron a CD with a sermon on it.
Cameron says it was called “Hells Best
Kept Secret,” and he decided to listen to it
because it had such a cool title he couldn’t
resist.

“It rocked my world as a Christian,”
says Cameron. “ It was life changing. It set
me on fire to reach the lost.”

Cameron says after he heard that mes-
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sage he understood why it was so impor-
tant for Christians to share the Gospel.
He says it was not just to make unhappy
people happier but because he believes
people are separated from God because of
their sin and are headed to hell.

He says 150,000 people die every day
and most of them die without Christ. God
has provided them a Savior and he has
commanded Christians to go into all the
world and seek and save the lost.

That’s how Cameron got started in
his current job, which he says is to do
what Jesus did by sharing the Gospel with
people.

Currently, Cameron partners with fel-
low evangelist Ray Comfort in training
and equipping Christians in evangelism.
The two have a ministry called “The Way
Of the Master” including a television and
video series equipping Christians on how
to share their faith “simply, effectively,
Biblically ... the way Jesus did,” says
Cameron.

In “The Way of the Master,” Cameron
and Comfort conduct spontaneous inter-
views with a variety of people.

It is a reality show where they go to
different locations and ask people ques-
tions like “Are you a good person?” Then
they follow it up with the 10 command-
ments and gospel.

Typically on the show, you can hear
either Cameron or Comfort explaining
to people that everyone has broken the
10 commandments and if “God gave you
a conscience to know what is right and
wrong and if God gives you justice for
your sins, you will wind up in hell. You
need God’s forgiveness to escape that pun-
ishment. You owe it to yourself to check
it out.”

“The Way of the Master” is in 20
different networks in several languages.

Cameron and Comfort also conduct
a two-hour live daily radio show with
Minnesota talk show host Todd Friel.
The radio program is available on Sirius
Satellite Radio, terrestrial radio stations,
streaming Internet radio and podcasts.

In Phoenix, “The Way of the Master,”
television show is shown on the TBN
network on Monday afternoons and
Wednesday and Saturday nights.

The radio show airs on FMT 90.7
FM.

Viewers can download both the televi-
sion and radio episodes at www.wayofthe-

master.com.

Cameron says “The Way of the
Master” is quite unique and differ-
ent from the speaker friendly mes-
sage people typically hear taught
at church, but its not “hellfire and
brimstone” preaching.

“It’s straightforward, Biblical,
true. It doesn’t water down or sugar-
coat things and it is the ultimate
expression of love,” says Cameron.

He says it shows you care for
someone because you show them
how they can escape hell and find
everlasting life.

'Growing Pains’ in Hollywood

After Cameron became a
Christian, hedidn’tleave Hollywood,
but he didn’t stay the same person
he use to be in Hollywood.

“The rub came in,” says
Cameron. “I had changed.
Hollywood wasn’t going to change
for me. I was no longer comfortable
doing some of the things I use to be
comfortable doing.”

He says the scripts soon began
to bother him.

Cameron says that if there was
a moral line he didn’t personally feel
comfortable crossing, then he would

have to ask the writers if they could help
him out and adjust the script.

Cameron says he started turning down
certain roles for movie parts and instead
really focused on the roles that went along
with his convictions.

He says being a Christian made things
much better for him in Hollywood.

“It kept me from doing drugs, alcohol
and violence and going down the path that
childhood actors have gone down histori-
cally... just wasting their lives on...horrible
things,” says Cameron.

Left Behind film series

Some of the roles Cameron works
on these days include a company called,
Cloud Ten Pictures that produces Christian-
themed movies including the post-rap-
ture themed movies “Left Behind,” “Left
Behind II: Tribulation Force” and “Left
Behind: World at War.”

“They were great to work on. My
wife Chelsea and I got to work together. 1
played Buck and she played Hattie,” says
Cameron.

They completed three of the “Left
Behind” films, which Cameron says start-
ed a lot of interesting conversations among
Christians and non-Christians.

Kirk Cameron’s family life

Cameron met his wife, actress Chelsea
Noble, on the set of “Growing Pains,”
where she played his television girlfriend.
They were married on July 20, 1991. They
have six children, four adopted and two
biological.

Cameron’s wife is also a born-again
Christian.

A few years after Cameron converted
to Christianity, his sisters and parents did
too.

From 1987-1995, Cameron’s sister
Candace Cameron was well known on
the television series “Full House” as DJ
Tanner.

Cameron’s Conductor

Cameron discovered through his con-
version that people usually don’t want
any higher authority telling them how to
live their lives. As for himself, he says if
it’s God in authority telling him what to
do, then he absolutely should and he will
obey God.

“He’s powerful and I discovered he
loves me and died for me. I owe him my
life and that’s why I joyfully serve him,
because I know him,” says Cameron.
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